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Students from Ormiston Venture Academy gain an insight into the world of politics
Students from Ormiston Venture Academy in Gorleston, Great Yarmouth, have recently
been given a vital insight into the world of politics, having had the opportunity to attend a
Labour Party event in Great Yarmouth where students met the Labour Leader, Jeremy
Corbyn. They were granted this opportunity after an impressive showing at the Belton
Village hustings during the General Election, where students put several questions to the
candidates. Their impressive performance led to a one-on-one interview with Harry Webb,
the Green Party candidate, and being invited to attend the event with Jeremy Corbyn.
In a separate event, three students also had the opportunity to visit Parliament through an
invitation extended by Conservative MP Brandon Lewis, following Ormiston Venture
Academy’s exceptional performance in the Great Yarmouth Schools Debate competition.
Students at Ormiston Venture Academy have always been politically and democratically
active. The academy was one of the first 20 schools in the country to be given the
Discovering Democracy Award by the British Youth Council due to the weekly debate
sessions around current affairs, mock referendums, student elections, and the democratic
nature of the student voice body, The Union of Venture Students.
Last year, the students took part in two separate debate competitions, one across Ormiston
Academies Trust (OAT) (Ormiston Venture’s sponsor), which they won, and the other in the
Great Yarmouth Schools competition, in which they finished runners up.
Providing opportunities such as this for out-of-classroom learning is a key part of OAT’s
Enrichment Charter, a policy which is designed to inspire young people to develop their
skills, talents and character through a wide range of activities related to a wide range of
topics, including current affairs, arts and culture, and sports.
Tyler Munro, Head Girl, who took part in both recent experiences, said:
“It was really inspiring to have the opportunity to take part in both recent events. It was
fascinating to watch leading politicians like Jeremy Corbyn interact with the public around
their concerns, and to experience all the history and tradition that you can see and feel
when visiting the Palace of Westminster.”
Spencer Doggett, Director of Learning Cultures at Ormiston Venture Academy, said:
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"It was wonderful to see a great number of young people so interested in being involved in a
political debate. I was proud to help our students further explore their 'cultural capital' and
gain experience watching such high profile political leaders interacting with the youthful
electorate."
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